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FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


A Busload of Moments 


I was ten years old when I first felt the sat- 
isfaction attached to the act of giving. It was a 
snow-covered Saturday in the weeks between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. With a group of 
school mates and a couple of chaperones, we 
piled our parkas into a bus and headed toward 
the Mall of America. 

During the ride, the adults doled out cash 
to each student: $15 for gifts, $5 for lunch. The 
lunch part was mine, but that $15 was ear- 
marked for “others.” This was a new concept for 
me but I remember taking it to heart; there was 
a lot of pre-planning involved on my end. The 
“others” were people I’d never met, nor would 
I ever meet them. I had been told by grownups 
that they were people in need of gifts and “any- 
thing that you use every day.” Simple enough. 

We were put into groups that I remember 
quickly fracturing off into smaller groups, and 
we hit the mall—a bunch of kids armed with 
$15. Within minutes of our arrival, budgets were 
blown. Students ran to stores like Limited Too and 


Abercrombie, and spent their entire allocation ona 
tank top. In their own size. During winter. 

Not me. I headed to the third floor, where 
I knew I could stretch my dollar. My notes 
said “cheap store,” and Га pre-budgeted half 
of my fifteen American dollars for this specific 
vendor. I was greeted with a half-hello—as if a 
$7.50 windfall hadn't just Bing-Bonged its way 
past the door chime. 

This store was incredible. And tiny. It was as 
close as you could get to a garage sale inside of 
the largest mall in the country. Tired, dusty items 
cluttered the shelves—items that had already 
lived a long life on a different shelf. The inventory 
was completely unfocused; you never knew what 
you might find. And I recall the same attention 
was put into the direction of said inventory. There 
were deals to be had but you had to put in the ef- 
fort to find them. I followed my nose. 

I walked out of that heavenly wholesaler 
with their most boring items: scented candles, 
socks, and lotion. And $7.50 to go. 


I took my cash down a floor to a clothing 
store that sold t-shirts for $2, and I scooped up 
two of them. The rest of my budget went to the 
Dollar Tree, where I bought shampoo and a 
(probably fake) porcelain statuette. 

It took me almost two hours to spend $15 
on someone else, an amount I could have spent 
on myself in less than a minute. I didn't want to 
waste someone else's opportunity. I wanted it 
to feel like much more than $15. 

I spent my lunch money at Burger King 
in the north food court. I sat there with my 
bagged-bounty, and I felt good. I felt something 
new to me. Someone, somewhere might feel a 
moment of joy when they're holding the same 
bag. I really liked the idea of that. 

We were corralled back to the bus and we 
compared our finds on the ride home. Every- 
one went in a different direction when it came 
to gift selection, but it really added up. A literal 
busload of stuff, some of it utterly useless, but 
a busload of moments nonetheless. I 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


LAVENDER LIN 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


1 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 


@ LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 


* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
• Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
• Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 
The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 
• Blue Cross Blue Shield * United • United 
* Health Parters • Aetna • UBH/Medica 
• Preferred One * Cigna * MN Medicaid 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 
www.pride-institute.com 
952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 


Please visit 
jobs.uhsinc.com/pride-institute/jobs for all open positions 


8 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 19-DECEMBER 2, 2020 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
æ YOUR NAME. 


7" вићасиће 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
© CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 


LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE!  LAVENDERLINK 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Books - Not Just Trees Julienne 


Our house held many books, and from 
the time I crawled, I explored all the shelves 
I could reach, fascinated despite my illiteracy 
and height limitations. 

I learned words, frequently from a poetry 
collection whose smaller size fit my grip, or 
books with captions I could connect to illustra- 
tions. My folks didn’t press me to read; their 
own evident pleasure in the activity made me 
want to master those book-bound mysteries. 
Mother recorded in a Baby Book that at 2 1/2 
I had a library of 23 comic books, while I real- 
ized I personally could own and reread these 
treasures. 

Dad read to me, with eclectic and 
sometimes scary choices for a little kid. 
I learned “crisis” from Hans Brinker and 
the Silver Skates, agonizing through sev- 
eral evenings until the dreadful fever broke 
and little Hans recovered. Nor were King 
Solomon’s Mines, White Fang, or Robert W. 
Service’s “The Cremation of Dan McGrew” 
sleep- inducing fare. 


Mother created stories for me about the 
Pink Spider, a sort of eight-legged Stuart Little 
thrust upon a family of “normal” gray/brown 
arachnids who lived in constant fear their off 
spring’s aberrant hue endangered them all. 
(Through Mother, I mastered subtext at an 
early age.) 

I recently found a 2014 Atlantic article de- 
scribing how in 1943, in mid-WWII, American 
publishers gambled on creating a new reading 
public and over the next four years gave away 
122,951,031 copies of their best books to ser- 
vicemen around the word. 

Military personnel were isolated and thirst- 
ing for something to fill the lonely, dangerous 
hours. They fell upon the free paperback vol- 
umes that could be tucked in pockets or packs 
and created a wider market for books. What un- 
til that time had been aimed for the elite, now 
introducing literature in addition to westerns 
and mysteries to the average citizen. In 1931, 
most titles from major publishing houses cost 
more than two dollars, a sizeable sum in De- 


pression times, and most counties did not even 
have a bookstore. 

In 1939, paperback publishers Pocket 
Books and Penguin appeared with a mix of new 
titles and reprints, and by 1943, Pocket Books 
was printing 38 million copies. At that point in 
time, the Council on Books in Wartime pro- 
posed selling books to the army for six cents 
a volume. Just as I, safe at home, had discov- 
ered the thrill of owning books, so the far-flung 
military learned the power of the page, while 
publishers found military and civilians would 
continue buying books in peacetime-if they 
were cheap and available. 

It suited me. Comics were a dime, and pa- 
perbacks, now acceptable, were accessible 
to everyone, everywhere, displayed on drug- 
store racks and newsstands, for two bits. Titles 
ranged from the tony to my new favorites, sci- 
ence fiction masters Ray Bradbury, Theodore 
Sturgeon, and Robert Sheckley. It was a great 
time to be alive with quarters sufficient to keep 
myself in books. Ш 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


BOB MOULD: 
Interview + New Album 


Bob Mould continues his solo career with 
a fresh sound that’s rooted in familiarity. Blue 
Hearts puts a timely message into an album of 
distinct, deliberately-crafted tracks. Bob Mould 
was kind enough to grant Lavender an inter- 
view prior to the release of his new record: 


WAS 2012’S SILVER AGE YOUR 
FIRST PROJECT WITH MERGE 
RECORDS? 


That was the first new album I recorded 
with Merge...my first working with Merge 
was around the reissues of the Sugar catalog. 
that was the that was Merge’s Initial interest 
in working with me was getting those catalog 
pieces for reissue. And after a period of time, 
they agreed. And that was the beginning of 
this run of the five records, I guess, you know, 
starting with Silver Age. 


DID COVID IMPACT THE RELEASE 
OF YOUR NEW ALBUM, BLUE 
HEARTS? DID IT PUSH BACK THE 
RELEASE? 


No, no. It was always September 25. It was 
September 25 from the beginning of the year, 
back in probably December—we agreed that 
that would be the day. The album was recorded 
in the first three weeks of February, and it was 
mastered and delivered on March 1st. And I 
guess for the uninitiated, seven months might 
seem like a long time, but because of, you know, 
vinyl pressing takes forever, and as we now 
know, vinyl is very popular again, and there's 
long lines to get things pressed. So that's that 
would explain that seven months. And, you 
know, specifically with the first song, “Ameri- 
can Crisis," we knew in April that that would be 
the song. And, you know, in early May, we were 
ready to release that song on June 1st. 

And, you know, back in May, before Bri- 
anna Taylor, before George Floyd, before any 
of that, we had picked June 1 and we moved 
it to June 3. And then, you know, everything 
happened as soon as it did with tear gas and 
people in D.C. and all that. But no, COVID is 
not- the only thing that's affected is my ability 
to go out and make a living by touring. Other- 
wise, everything was exactly as it was planned 
before COVID. Photo by Blake Little Photography 


12 1 LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 19-DECEMBER 2, 2020 


ARTS & CULTURE BY RYAN PATCHIN 


YOU BEGIN YOUR NEW ALBUM 
BLUE HEARTS, WITH “HEART GN 
MY SLEEVE,” A TRACK THAT IS 
DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT FROM 
THE REST. IT’S A HEAVY, DE- 
LIBERATE INTRODUCTION TO 
THE ALBUM. — WHERE DID THAT 
COME FROM? 


Um, I thought it would be, you know—the 
words just sort of fell out of the sky as they 
as they are want to do...most times. I think 
the idea of starting with a very sparse sort of 
acoustic guitar and voice, it was a way to try 
to get people’s attention, you know, to be able 
to be very plain spoken with my words. It’s al- 
most, to me, like a soliloquy. You know, if you 
go to see a play and the protagonist steps out as 
a solitary figure on the stage for a couple min- 
utes at the beginning and, you know, lays out a 
scenario that, you know, hopefully lets the lis- 
tener or the viewer know what the story will be 
and what’s to come and setting the stage, that 
was the idea with carrying back the orchestra- 
tion on that one. 

After that first two minutes of, you know, 
sort of touching on, suggesting these will be 
some of the topics that we’re going to talk 
about with “Next generation,” the album kicks 
into full flight and goes all the way through 
“Password to My Soul.” And then, you know, 
the final song, “The Ocean” is sort of a reflec- 
tion of the of the opening of the record and 
says, OK, yeah, it’s a great track that I like that. 

And unfortunately, it’s never rung more 
true at this moment, as I talk with you from San 
Francisco... 


STARTING WITH SECOND TRACK, 
"NEXT GENERATION," WE’RE 
OFF TO A NEW BUT FAMILIAR 
BOB-MOULD-PACE, WHICH 
YOU'VE CALLED “THE CATCHI- 
EST BATCH OF PROTEST SONGS 
PVE EVER WRITTEN IN ONE SIT- 
TING.” WHAT ARE THE CRISES 
YOU'RE BRINGING TO THE FORE- 
FRONT? 


.. first you know, right off the bat we've 
got climate change, which, you know, I don't 
know 一 I don't know how many more things 
have to happen. I don't know how many more 
continents need to, you know, melt into the sea 
for us to understand what's happening. You 
know, alot of the record was contemplating the 
parallels between, you know, the first term of 
Reagan and the first term of Trump... televi- 
sion personalities with evangelical support, you 
know, either denying epidemics or downplay- 
ing pandemics, take your choice. 

You know, I did not foresee, you know, spe- 


cifically something like the George Floyd killing 
in Minneapolis, I don't think any of us... You 
know, I guess we should have known, right. But 
you never want to think these things, you know, 
the history of racism in our country. Discrimina- 
tion. You know, I think we're all very—I think 
any of us who don't walk the center line, you 
know, mainstream America have felt this. 

And it's pretty jarring and upsetting. And, 
you know, when it comes home and you know, 
you have to confront it, which we all know. I 
think as a country, more or less, it's been curi- 
ous for me, sort of tabling the notion of feeling 
marginalized, you know, as a as an older white 
gay man... when there are people of color who 
have incredible struggles every day—and now, 
you know, now I feel like we have to support 
that cause and create that awareness. 

And, you know, I think there's—I think 
there's empathy there, but it's a unique situa- 
tion that we need to be mindful of. You know, 
I think there's a theme on the record that... 
there's whimsical notions of surveillance and 
technology running our lives for us. There's 
also some pretty adult topics in there that, you 
know, might come as a shock to my mostly 


straight audience. So, I think we covered a lot 
of ground in 35 minutes. 


YOUR MUSIC IS NOW MULTI-GEN- 
ERATIONAL, WHO DO YOU SEE 
PICKING UP THIS ALBUM? 

Um, well, I think the—you know, I think 
my long-time audience will be very, very ex- 
cited when they hear the entire album. I think 
it's exactly what people have been hoping for, 
and it's something that, you know, the three of 
us: me, John, and Jason have talked about for 
many years. You know, back in 2014, we had 
been talking about making just a straight up 
punk rock record, and we finally got about as 
close to it as we have, you know, with this new 
album... It's a peculiar thing because I think 
the youth of America have a have a completely 
different way of listening to pop music. So, I'm 
you know, I'd like it if they give my work a try. I 
understand if it doesn't appeal to them because 
maybe it comes from a from a different place 
and time. But hopefully, hopefully the younger 
audience will recognize that I try to stay on the 
correct side of history. Yeah. So. So, there's 
that if nothing else. 


Continued on page 14 
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BY RYAN PATCHIN 


DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO TOUR 
THE ALBUM? AFTER RESTRIC- 
TIONS EASE? 


Yes. We had plans to be touring the album 
starting in late September. We had planned to 
be on the road for most of September and Octo- 
ber. But of course, that is not possible right now. 
It’s hard. That’s how musicians actually make a, 
you know, a living wage is by performing... we 
certainly don’t do it by streaming services. So 
that part is personally hard on all musicians and 
venues and every everyone involved... When 
the time is right and when we get the all clear, 
from hopefully the new government next year, 
we can start to make actual plans for the rest of 
our lives that are based on science and fact and 
reality, then, you know, we'll start booking. 


IN OCTOBER, THE D/STORTION 
BOX SET WILL BE AVAILABLE. 
DISTORTION HAS YOUR MUSIC 
FROM THE LATE 80°5 UP TO 
PRESENT TIME WITH NEW MUSIC 
AND LIVE RECORDINGS. IS THIS 
THEWAY TO GET BOB MOULD 


A-Z (UP TO 2020)? IS THIS THE 
DEFINITIVE COLLECTION? WHAT 
DOES IT ENCOMPASS? 

Distortion starts with 1989, Workbook, my 
first solo album after leaving to Hüsker Dü and 
it goes up through Sunshine Rock, which was 
my last solo album prior to Blue Hearts. It takes 
in all of the studio recordings, it brings in a lot 
of B-sides. It brings in a lot of rarities, brings in 
a number of live concerts that that have been 
presented in limited form in the past. 

There’s new liner notes from a journalist in 
the U.K. named Keith Cameron, who is very 
knowledgeable on my career, also got an artist 
named Simon Marchner who reimagined all of 
the album art and, you know, has told a won- 
derful sort of, you know, travelogue type story 
of my journeys through the new art itself. It’s 
a pretty comprehensive look over 30 years of 
work, and I’m real grateful that I think it turned 
out real well, and [I’m] grateful to have the sup- 
port of the record company that wanted to in- 
vest in a daunting process. 


WHICH LIVE PERFORMANCES 
FROM DISTORTION STAND OUT 
TO YOU? 


Well, I mean, it’s you know, the first one, 
from spring of 1989, the Bob Mould Band that 
was out touring my first album, Workbook. it’s 
just a really, really gifted group of players, you 
know, and Anton Fier on drums, Tony Maim- 
one on bass, and Chris Stamey on guitar—and 
it’s this show from Metro in Chicago, which is 
one of my favorite rooms in the world to per- 
form at. You know, it’s the first—it’s the first 
look at how I would present my work post 
Hiisker Dii, and it’s sort of an important docu- 
ment in that sense. 

The Sugar recording from late ‘94 from First 
Avenue in Minneapolis, again, a room I grew 
up in. And it’s you know, I think that was right 
at the end of— it was one of the final shows that 
Sugar performs... an incredible period of time 
and a lot of success and constant touring and 
recording... it’s a good representation of differ- 
ent periods, different highlights, I guess. ll 


14 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 19-DECEMBER 2, 2020 


ANDA SPA 


HOTEL Xy Y 


INSURE CAREFULLY. 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela M Petersen Agency LLC 


(651) 439-8442 Office 
(651) 336-4615 Cell 


PAMELAPETERSEN.COM & IN FAMIL 


SCOTT 
' BELCHER 


Experienced and Knowledgeable 


RESULTS F 


Fa 


OUTLOUD) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


Senior Real Estate Specialist | 


THE ROOFER 


612-508-9396 


Send text for fast response 
* x JE * 
RendaTheRoofer@gmail.com 


Our mission is to ..."Be of Service” 
BC#759085 


Davina Baldwin 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


www.davinabaldwin.com 


ISSUES 


BEST ADVANTAGE 


d MORTGAGE 
NMLS 1990426 


BEST ADVANTAGE MORTGAGE 
BestAdvantageMortgage.com 

TED BOUGIE 

Senior Loan Officer 
Ted@BestAdvantageMortgage.com 

Office: 651-846-9182 Mobile: 612-865-4742 
NMLS 678329 
faa — Minnesota 


HOME 


[I 


Dean Schlaak 
612-388-1024 


deanschlaak@edinarealty.com 
deanschlaak.edinarealty.com 
Licensed in MN and Wi 


Edina Realty. 


RE/MAX = % 


A RESULTS 5 
NoPlacelikoHomento 


AmyRwzick 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SUBSCRIBE 


1. 50 QUEER MUSIC ICONS 
WHO CHANGED THE WORLD 
14.99 

Featuring beautifully illustrated 

portraits and profiles, 50 Queer 50 QU E E R 
Music Icons Who Changed 

the World is a tribute "tem M USIC ICONS 
groundbreakers who changed 
the face of music and popular 
culture. Elegantly illustrated 
and packaged, these stories 
make utterly inspirational read- 
ing. (Electricfetus.com) 


2. AMETHYST + LAVENDER 
CRYSTAL AROMATHERAPY 
MIST 

$8.99 

Amethyst is a spiritual stone 
that is very protective and pu- 
rifying. Lavender is extremel 

calming and can facilitate i WHO CHANGED 
better sleep patterns. Melt the THE WORLD 


stress away and clear your 


mind with this calming mist. 
(Electricfetus.com) A CELEBRATION OF LGBTQ* LEGENDS 


WILL LARNACH-JONES 


3. KITCHEN KITSCH ILLUSTRATED BY MICHELE ROSENTHAL 


$12.99/each 

Electric Fetus has long been a 
reliable supplier of silly. Add 

a dash of quirk to any kitchen 
with humor-infuzed hand tow- 
els, or a potty-mouthed mitt! 
(Electricfetus.com) 


isa 
| ve- 


MOMATHERAPY CRYSTAL MIST | 


ОЛО | 


MELT THE STRESS AWAY AND 
以 MIND 


DO ONE THING EVERY DAY 
THAT SCARES YOUR FAMILY 
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EL Save 


+ 
unique. funky. affordable. 
zx or more 3YORK 


on a new high-efficiency furnace INSTALL CONFIDENCE 


THE 
ELECTRIC 
fetus 


Ask about payment options or 0% financing* 
= = 24-Point Furnace 
TUE-SAT: 10-6 · SUN: 11-6 612-503 8090 Performance Tune-Up** | 
standardheating.com | 


2000 S. 4th Ave - Minneapolis 
n *On approved credit. Restrictions may apply. Includes all discounts and rebates. Not valid with any other offer. Install by 11/30/20. 
61 2.870.9300 Р electricfetus.com **Good for one use. Restrictions may apply. Not valid with any other offer. Tune-up or inspection must be performed by 11/30/20. 


/ Ne ae, So < 
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Floral Catering Bakery 
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AUTOMIC GOLD 

Collection Starting at $49 

The New York-based jewelry company, 
Automic Gold, was founded on inclusiveness 
and always standing up for what it believes in. 
“Our mission is to make fine jewelry that is 
inclusive and accessible to everyone, no mat- 
ter what size or gender.” 

Al Sandimirova started making jewelry for 
themself because, as a non-binary person, 
they couldn't find any fine jewelry that they 
liked. "Everything was too feminine or to 
masculine, and | was looking to something in 
between, but elegant and fine,” they say. 
What began as a small project just for San- 
dimirova quickly became something more... 
much more. Today, Sandimirova's company is 
known as Automic Gold, a queer, sustainable, 
inclusive, and body positive fine jewelry store. 
“We used to have a store in SoHo. At the 
beginning, it was tough because everything 
was up in the air and buying gold during a 
pandemic isn't anyone's first go-to,” Sandi- 
mirova says. "But, with the huge support that 
we have from our followers and everyone 
who has a big love for the brand, we have 
been doing very well, considering.” 

Not only are all genders represented and 
welcome at Automic Gold, but the company 
is also inclusive in the sizes it offers and its 
representation of different bodies. 

“We are inclusive. We offer sizes beyond 

the standard sizing. Our rings are from 2-16, 
and our necklaces, bracelets, and anklets are 
extended to larger sizes,’ Sandimirova says. 
“We are still the only fine jewelry brand to 
offer such an array of sizes. We never retouch 
or photo-shop our models— body positivity! 
We use reclaimed gold and natural diamonds 
and gemstones. Also, we don't take shit from 
anyone and we speak out against and for top- 
ics we believe in” 

One cause that Automic Gold believes in is 
the Black Lives Matter movement, which it has 
stood by both verbally and financially. 

“We have donated large sums of money 

to various organizations and even held a 
giveaway where the entry required was to 
donate,” they say. "We also continue posting 
to our Instagram to keep fighting for Black 
lives and encourage our followers to sign 
petitions.” 

Sandimirova says they love giving back to 
the community. “Whether that’s donating to 
organizations, taking part of LGBTO+ auctions, 
speaking out on our Instagram about certain 
issues at hand, or hiring queer models all year 
around and not only during Pride month,’ 
they say. 

With the holidays coming up, Sandimirova 
recommends checking out Automic Gold’s 
birthstones collection. 

"It's the perfect gift for yourself or for some- 
one special. Wear your birthday month or 
wear someone else's; they say (automicgold. 
com). 
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by Kassidy Tarala 


|| 


DEPRESSION 


COVID-19 FATIGUE 


DANIEL R SULLIVAN MA, LPC, BCAS 


ANYTIME / ANYWHERE 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO 
THROUGH THIS ALONE 


218-994-1599 / WWW.MYDRSCOUNSELING.COM 


Results 


| E 
JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


NORTHWESTERN HEALTH SCIENCES 


UNIVERSITY 


HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE 


OF HEALTHCARE 


Acupuncture • Chinese Medicine • Chiropractic « Massage Therapy 
Medical Laboratory Sciences • Radiologic Sciences 


加 nwhealth.edu/lavender (E) 952-885-5409 © admit@nwhealth.edu 


CREATE YOUR 
UNIQUE 
HOLIDAY 
SURPRISE! 


Set e = XU me 


Hundreds of unique designs customized to tell your story 


(2 Y Handcrafted in Minnesota with unique materials, 
©) including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free 


Jonan 


JEWELRY RE-IMAGINED 


online video consultation today to start 
designing the ultimate gift! 
651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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1. DANCING BEAR 
CHOCOLATE NORTHERN 
CHOCOLATE STUDIO 

$5-$20 

Head to the hometown chocolatier 
to get your fill of holiday cheer! 
From individually served delights, 
to full size desserts and cakes. 
www.dancing-bear-chocolate. 
business 


2. CHOCOLATE MOUSSE WITH 
BERRIES 

$49.50 

Wuollet's Bakery offers a velvet- 
smooth mousse made of pure 
blue-ribbon chocolate on a dark 
chocolate flourless cake crust. 
Finished with a pure chocolate 
ganache. www.wuollet.com 


3. V CHOCOLATES 1 LB 
PEPPERMINT BARK 

$24.95 

Max's is a lot of things: a jewelry 
store, a candy store, a gift store... 
truly something for everyone! 
stylebymax.com 


s 
A nocorate® y 


yerrees 


сносокатиз сом 
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THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


NEW GILD 


Full Custom 4300 Jewelry e Trusted and Award Winning Talent e Gallery of Independent 


Artisan Jewelry e Expert Restoration and Repair • Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #8С378021 
www.houseliftinc.com 


4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 www.newgild.com 


Your holiday gift destination featuring 


p^ : handcrafted eee r 


eat « drink « bowl « party 


SPACE OUT 


LOI 
| 


HOLIDAYS 
ОЙ, Вир Fri ERE ee A 


Looking for some socially distant elbow room this season? 
Park Te has the dining, bar, and bowling SPACE H 
gioco Men tö keea yoi ш el Da n Cl n g Bea r C h o co | ate 
PARK TAVERN FOLLOWS ALL CURRENT MN STATE 4367 Thomas Ave. N. 
GUIDELINES FOR YOUR PIECE OF MIND M i nnea pol is M N 55412 
612-254-4354 


www.facebook.com/dancingbearchocolate/ 
Www.ParkTavern.net 952-929-6810 Thu: - 10am to 7pm | Fri, Sat & Sun: - 10am to 5pm | Other days by appointment. 
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1. PHILOSOPHY SMACKDOWN 

Douglas Edwards 

Polity Press 

$16.95 

Brit Douglas Edwards grew up enthralled by American pro wres- 
tling. Now, as Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Utica College, 
he combines the two, viewing pro wrestling through the lens of 
philosophy, and vice-versa. Like WWE matches, Plato, he posits 
structured his dialogues with “baby face” (good guy) Socrates, 
and “heels,” (whoever argued against Socrates), with their ensu- 
ing back-and-forth scripted just like WWE matches, with Socrates 
usually earning the belt. Edwards's chapters encompass “Reality,” 
“Identity,” “Morality,” "Justice; and “Meaning,” with, in a broad 
interpretation, fans as the baby face,” and scoffers and critics as the 
heels. A read through his “Glossary” will introduce neophytes to 
pro wrestling lingo. Edwards assures, “Socrates has a lot more in 


I" 


common with Stone Cold Steve Austin than you might think! 


2. THE RAIN MAY PASS 

Alan Shayne 

Rand-Smith Publishing 

$28 

Shayne’s lyric prose allows the reader to share a conflicted 15-year- 
old's life. Since infancy he has summered with his family on Cape 
Cod, but this year, 1941, he must help his difficult grandmother run 
her gift shop for two months. Lonely, isolated, Alan has an affair 
with the older Roger, who encourages the youngster's theatrical as- 
pirations. After Pearl Harbor, Alan discovers openings in radio and 
stage productions, and applies, overriding his parents' resistance. 
Roger never responds to his letters, but Alan perseveres. He finds 
his identity, and not only makes it to Broadway, but becomes cast- 
ing director for Alice, Growing Pains, Night Court, etc., and presi- 
dent of Warner Brothers Television, and wrote Double Life: A Love 
Story with partner, Norman Sunshine. A low-key, powerful read. 


3. CHEMICALLY ENHANCED BUTCH: A MEMOIR 

Ty BoYule 

Wise Ink Creative Publishing 

$14.99 

It takes tremendous energy to live at the author's larger-than-life 
level, butYule has the goods. He speaks of a "twenty-year quest 
for a bachelor's degree,” yet follows with master's in theological 
studies at Harvard Divinity School: Anything worth doing, is worth 
overdoing. Like many non-conforming offspring, the author has 
ongoing duels with Mom, from no dresses to use of testosterone, 
yet counts his parents as two of the coolest beings on earth. From 
the substance-, music-, women- and hormone-filled nineties in San 
Francisco, Yule returned to Minneapolis and created the Ur-dyke 
bar, Pi, a haven to thousands throughout its intense, meteoric ex- 
istence. Yule's muscular prose is a workout in itself. Strap into your 
La-Z-Boy and turn the pages: it'll offer a bumpy, eye-opening ride. 


4. AMSTERDAM'S CANAL DISTRICT: ORIGINS, EVOLUTION, 
AND FUTURE PROSPECTS 

Ed. Jan Nijman 

University of Toronto Press 

$50 

Your planned visit is not likely possible this year, but for those 
who've lost their hearts to Amsterdam, here's something to tide 
you over. The subtitle indicates the topics addressed in these 
eleven chapters where 17 contributors explore the city's 400 years 
of progress, from the Golden Age of the 17th century to today. 
Russell Shorto (Amsterdam: A History of the World's Most Liberal 
City) continues that theme, explaining how the city's approach to 
commerce, building, art, science, and publishing all led to a unique 
emphasis on individuality rather than royalty. Amsterdam's historic 
origins, the evolution of canal systems, and today's (pre-Covid19) 
challenges, show stay-at-homes how individuals cooperated to 
raise a world presence out of marshland, designated a World Heri- 
tage Site in 2010 by UNESCO. 
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“One of the best popular philosophy books I’ve ever read" 


Mark D. White, author of Batman and Ethics 


OMACKUOWN 


(а) DOUGLAS EDWARDS 


- 


919 


CHEMICALLY 
ENHANCED 


BUTCH 


ALAN SHAYNE 


“ My diagnosis doesn't Disability - 
get in the way of living H U R 
MNO 


about your health 
insurance options? 


H 77 
Ве sure with: my best life. 


Free assistance 


Side-by-side plan comparison 


e Z и ' 
p ka 


Your best life, your way. 


UNsure 


MNsure.org 
1-855-366-7873 


Whether facing an immediate concern or planning for 

the future, the experts at the Hub have years of experience 
helping people with disabilities, and the people who 

S u r e support them. A free resource. You can ask us anything! 
1-866-333-2466 disabilityhubmn.org Follow us on Facebook! 


Your will can break any barrier. 


You have the power to redefine what’s possible and your journey has 
inspired others. We call that being empowerful. 50 years ago, Pride 
began as a movement to push the world forward, and your courage 
continues to pave a path. As you relentlessly strive for equal access 
and the opportunity to flourish financially, Wells Fargo walks right 
beside you helping to make it happen. You've come this far. We can 
help you go further. 


» | M 


 empowerful 


Learn how at: 


© 2020 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. IHA-25989 
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1. THE WINTER PARKA 

$495 

After a brief closure, Askov Finlay- 
son returned in 2019 with a new fo- 
cus on climate positive outerwear. 
The Minneapolis-based fashion 
house designed a Minnesota-proof 
winter parka— with hometown hats 
to match! 


2. HERSCHEL HAT 

$31 

Scout Handsome Apparel and Gifts 
in St. Paul has the perfect winter 
hats to add a burst of color to your 
winter wardrobe. With multiple 
design options, someone on your 
list would surely love to have this 
hat hoggin' their noggin’. 


3. NORTHMADE CO. - COMFY 
CLASSICS 

$45 and up 

"Creating clothing, goods and 
initiatives for people, both near 
and far, with an up north state of 
mind.” Formerly MPLS / STP Cloth- 
ing Co, NORTHMADE is still rooted 
in Minneapolis—with more designs 
than ever. No matter which side of 
the river you’re boasting, NORTH- 
MADE CO. has got you covered. 


4. ALASKAN HARDGEAR BIG 
DIPPER GLOVES 

$24.99 

You can trust your arm-tootsies 
to the folks at Duluth Trading Co. 
These slim, water-resistant gloves 
provide warmth you can tote. Per- 
fect for that special someone with 
cold hands. 


q тюш, 
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Take PRIDE in your teeth. 


Timeless gifts. Endless appreciation. 


Shop small. Shop local. Shop MidModMen+friends for unique holiday gifts. 
Mid-century modern decor. Original art. Vintage barware and tabletop. 


MidModMen+friends | 2401 University Avenue West, Saint Paul, MN 55114 


& 
MidModMen.com | 612.234.1201 
|| | || || | i F MINT ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


From the Twin Cities to Two Harbors, get statewidé 
access to care with an individual and family-plan* 7 
a 


—o 
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Fit for fandom! Get іп the game with these 
team-focused gift ideas. 


1. MINNESOTA UNITED FC DREAMSEAT 
GAMING CHAIR 

$34.99 

Play in style with this ergonomically inclined gam- 
ing chair. Show your love of the Loons as you take 
on your digital detractors (www.mlsstore.com). 


2. MINNESOTA TWINS GROWLER TOTE SET 
$74.99 

Get ready for another Minnesota Twins tailgate 

with this growler tote! This festive growler tote set 
features top quality Minnesota Twins graphics and a 
black stainless-steel growler—the perfect item to let 
everyone know your fandom is undeniable (www. 
mlbshop.com). 


3. MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS 23" 
MISSION TIFFANY TABLE LAMP 

$199 

Celebrate your Minnesota Golden Gophers fandom 
with this 23" Mission Tiffany table lamp! Even a fan 
cave needs light and this table lamp delivers while 
it displays your Minnesota Golden Gophers pride 
(gophersports.com). 


4. NEWBORN & INFANT MINNESOTA WILD 
GREEN JERSEY BODYSUIT 

$16.99 

The newest member of your crew needs some Min- 
nesota Wild gear of their own. Welcome your little 
one into the squad by getting them their own jersey 
bodysuit. /shop.nhl.com/minnesota-wild/ 


5. ADULT MINNESOTA LYNX FOCO CLOTH 
FACE COVERING 3-PACK 

$24.99 

Cover up while you represent your favorite team 
in this Minnesota Lynx face covering! Each one 
features crisp graphics that will let everyone know 
where your allegiance lies (www.wnbastore.nba. 
com). 
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RARE 8 COLLECTIBLE COINS & CURRENCY FABULOUS SELECTION 
OFJEWELRY/FOR CHRISTMAS FIREARMS — MILITARY = COLLECTIBLES & MORE 


i INSP: 10 AM — FOOD & BEVERAGES ON SITE 


“НОВЕ SELECTION OF MEN & WOMEN'S JEWELRY" 
“COLLECTIBLES & MORE" 


www.proxibid.com/jpc 


CASH! GOOD CHECK! VISA! M/C! DISCOVER! AMERICAN EXPRESS! 
WIRE TRANSFER! 15% (ON SITE BUYERS PREMIUM) A 2 75% DISCOUNT OFF BUYER PREMIUM 
WITH PAYMENT BY 
ALL ITEMS ARE SOLD AS-IS! NO GUARANTEES OR WARRANTEES ARE GIVEN OR IMPLIED! 


SHAKOPEE AMERICAN LEGION 
1266 1ST AVENUE EAST * SHAKOPEE, MN 
JAMES PETERSON CO. LLC 
P.0. BOX 24735 & EDINA, MN 
612-231-5999 * Imauctnr@yahoo.com 


- Uptown Fitness is open and training 
members in person again. 


- We have always specialized in small 
group training. Our maximum of 4 
members with a coach still stands and is 
perfect for the new normal of social 
distancing. 


- We have the procedures and protocols 
in place to be the safest, best and most 
results-oriented gym around 


- We're about serving the community. We 
believe in inclusivity, and believe racism 
and hate have no place in this world. 


• Call or visit our website to schedule 
your "No Sweat Intro" to get started. 


612-315-4152 1207 Lagoon Ave. 


Minneapolis 


www.uptownfitnessmn.com 


KEEP LOVED - 
ONES SAFE - 
FROM THE 
SPREAD OF 
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Ayearfullofcurve balls needs some 
familiar holiday cheer. This year, said 
cheer is delivered in-vehicle or to your 
desired screen, on-demand or by ap- 
pointment. 


1. BENTLYVILLE: TOUR OF LIGHTS 
Nov. 21—Dec. 27 

700 Railroad St, Duluth, MN 
bentleyvilleusa.org 


Throw on the coffee and make the drive 
to not-so-distant-Duluth, for a classic holi- 
day memory-maker. For 2020, Bentlyville 
has implemented a COVID-friendly work- 
around (or drivearound) to bring another 
year of festive frolicking. The completely 
in-car experience promises to dazzle as 
always, while keeping you extra cozy (and 
safe) this season. This year's exhibit also 
serves as a Salvation Army donation drop 
for toys and food. Cost is $10 per car, no 
commercial vehicles, limos, or buses. 
Masks are not required for guests in cars. 
Drive safe! 


2. HOLIDAZZLE GOING VIRTUAL 
FOR 2020 
holidazzle.com 


Holidazzle will return for 2020, albeit 
virtual. The schedule and programming 
has yet to be announced, look for it by 
early December. 


ҮЛҮ" 


Continued on page 30 
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RUY A $50 GIFT CARD, 


GET A $10 BONUS CARD FREE 


redrabbitmn.com ? 


redcowmn.com = 
RED Cow 


THE HISTORIC WATER STREET INN 


STAYCATIO 


• Charlie's Restaurant © Irish Pub 

• NEW Rooftop Patio: Papa's 

• 61 Guest Rooms (NEW ADDITION) 
* Elegant & Modern Rooms 

* Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces 

* River Front Balconies 

* Event Coordinator & Concierge 

* Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

• Weddings & Receptions 

* LIVE Irish Music Every Fri & Sat 


Use Promo Code: PRIDE 
to get a $20 Pub Credit to 
use during your stay! 


WATERSTREETINN.US 
651-439-6000 


大 Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions/sales. While supplies last. 
No rain/snow checks. Ends 12/14/20. 


CALL FOR 


CURBSIDE PICK-UP, 
LOCAL DELIVERY 
OR TO SHIP 


LOWRY 
LIQUORS 


1922 HENNEPIN AVE 


lakeside 


WINE+SPIRITS 


1916 W WAYZATA BLVD 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN LONG LAKE, MN 
612.871.2500 952.404.2500 


LHLWINE.COM LAKESIDEWINEANDSPIRITS.COM 
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3. TWIN CITIES GAY MEN’S 
CHORUS VIRTUAL EVENT 
December 2020 

Virtual performance 
612-339-SONG (7664) 


Now in their 40th season, Twin 
Cities Gay Men’s Chorus has 
shifted to virtual performances. 
Holiday Hot Dish plays like a 
holiday concert mixed with a 
baking show. Warm up with 
holiday choral constants as well 
as new music to spread cheer 
across their computer crowd. 
This year’s performance also 
features aTCGMC-led, nationally 
commissioned work composed 
by Cincinnati-based composer 
Steve Milloy, honoring the life of 
George Floyd. In lieu of season 
tickets, the Twin Cities Gay Men’s 
Chorus is offering aTCGMC Pa- 
tron Subscription Program that 
grants access to their upcom- 
ing calendar of shows. Patron 
subscriptions start at $125. 


4. TWIN CITIES GAY MEN’S 
CHORUS RECORDINGS 


Tap into TCGMC's vast library of 
holiday albums to get the holi- 
day harmony pumping! Beyond 
the holiday, the chorus offers 
recorded performances dating 
back to 2000. With two decades 
worth of performances available, 
you're sure to find the perfect gift 
for music maniacs! Albums start 
at $10. 


5. GUTHRIE CHRISTMAS 
SHOW: A VIRTUAL SPIN ON A 
CHRISTMAS CAROL 

Dec. 19-21 

1-877-44-STAGE 


Never one to disappoint, the 
Guthrie will be offering virtual 
theater this season, with their 
rendition of A Christmas Carol, 
adapted and directed for the 
stage by Joseph Haj. From 
Dickens' traveling podium, to 
your display, the Guthrie brings 
the show to the comfort of your 
home. Shows start at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets start at $10. 
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* * Twin Cities 
Gay Men's Chorus 
* 


DR BENRIGGS TIMOTHY DE PREY 
Artistic Director Principal Accompanist 
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Uptown: 


Lagoon/Girard 


PER HOUR 
THAN ANY 
OTHER 


STATION. 


100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 


RADIOK 


770.. 100:7:104.5-м 


ж = + Real College Radio + — x 


12 Bottles of wine for "172^ , 
k  _ 
Pass Bourgogne Chardonnay Cotes Chalonnaise Chateau du Cray «s» Chianti Casa Farrelli «t 
sun Bourgogne Pinot Noir Les Guignottes Goichot «wn Aguaribay Malbec 4 ] 
«xw Chablis Goichot ess La Gondola Pinot Grigio 2 1 ү 
ass Cotes du Rhone Bernard sum Precision Napa Cabernet Sauvignon 
s Gearbox Chardonnay «n» Vouvray Voltaire 
cons Grandin Prestige ~ ass Kono Sauvignon Blanc 


Visit us online at 
~ www.haskells.com 


We deliver everywhere in the 
metropolitan area. 


See Stores for Details. 
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The Largest Selection 
For the Entire FAMILY 
New site! 

Now shop online 


Tel. (651)-748-1185 Family SAREN opéfated since 1994 
2839 White Bear Ave. N Maplewood, MN 


У i: ө ө ө 

Lec вох Er 2272019 We are still building 
$134.99 

+ expansive box set chronicling ө ө 
УАК community through music 
career launched with HůskerDů, 
hen S ; buth 

loss Ru pete eri deall 6- in our 40tih season! 
claimed solo albums, the first of 
which, Workbook, was written from 
his home in Pine City, Minn. This is 
what fans have been waiting for. : 
(electricfetus.com) | 


2. FIRST AVENUE GRINDER | 
AND ROLLING PAPER SET 
$25.00 

When you saw this, someone came 
to mind. They'll love it! 
(first-avenue.com) 


^ 


3. FIRST AVENUE STAR 
CRIBBAGE BOARD 

$65.00 

One of one! The 6x4? custom 
maple cribbage board with 
bloodwood inlay tracks features a 
star design, the First Avenue logo, 
and an image of First Avenue. The 
folding board includes playing card 
storage. No two boards are exactly 
alike. (first-avenue.com) 


POUTA VSV DATO Рив RI E V P 


4. 7TH ST ENTRY 

STAGE COLLECTIBLE 

$199.99 

An actual piece of the stage from 
7th St Entry. Stepped on by the 
likes of Prince, The Replacements, 
Soul Asylum, Babes in Toyland, 
Hüsker Dů, and countless others. PREMIERING ONLINE DECEMBER 19 
This is a gift for that someone who 
has everything. (first-avenue.com) 


Become a season subscriber at tcgmc.org 


Twin Cities 


Gay Men’s Chorus 


X ух 
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DALEKO HOME INVASION AT DALEKO ARTS 
VirtualTheatre Subscription 

$5/month 

The question always is “When is theatre going to return 
to normal" and the truth is | don't know. We truly don't. 
Many theatre companies have shuttered, many are wait- 
ing in the dark and some are grabbing the pandemic by 
the horns and reinventing themselves for the time being. 
Daleko Arts is one of those companies. They have taken 
the concept of a subscription box and adapted it to work 
for them. That's right, they have created a virtual theatre 
subscription box with a bountiful of events and goodies 
each month for a low, low price of $5 a month! The box 
contains a multitude of theatrical events. Granted, this 
is an email, not a physical box, but they will include 
produced readings of plays, reality shows, a cabaret 
series, live readings of plays, events you can watch live, 
and more. 

I truly mean it when I say Daleko Arts knows what they 
are doing. This is such a fun and exciting way for theatres 
to stay afloat and a safe way to do it with the pandemic. 
Plus, it's the same price as a cup of coffee. (dalekoarts. 
com/dhi) 
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BROADWAYHD MEMBERSHIP 
Monthly is $8.99 andYearly is $99.99 


l've written about it before but Broad- 
way HD is an amazing website. For 
those unfamiliar with it, think Netflix 
but for theatre. Broadway HD is a 
streaming hub with hundreds of movie 
musicals, recorded Broadway plays and 
live performances by icons like Elaine 
Stritch. There is a wide variety for all 
theatre lovers so you're bound to find 
something. 

Some of my must see shows on this 
website include: She Loves Me, Kiss 
Me Kate, The King and I, Funny Girl, 
Indecent, Stars in Concert with Sutton 
Foster and Falsettos. Oh, and if you, like 
many of us were, turned off by the new 
Cats movie.... don't fret because an 
actual Broadway performance of it is on 
Broadway HD! 

Something that's awesome about these 
streaming services is the affordability 
with them. Think of if you were to see a 
traveling Broadway show, some tickets 
are upwards of $100 plus on top of that 
you have to pay multiple times if you're 
taking the whole family. This is a cheap 
monthly payment, or you can save 
some money in the long run by pur- 
chasing a yearly membership. It really 
does add up and it's a fantastic gift for 
anyone who is longing to sit in a theatre 
and watch some fantastic art play out in 
front of you. (Broadwayhd.com) 


SPONSORED CONTENT 


AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 
IS NOT AN 

OXYMORON 


We are all familiar with famous oxymorons 
like: jumbo shrimp, awfully good, big 
baby and deafening silence. Some would 
say that “affordable housing” is also an 
oxymoron becoming part of our modern 
lexicon, particularly in urban centers. The 
reality is affordable housing really does 
exist and, even better, looks something 
like this.....!!!! 

* Roof Top Terraces 

* Grilling Station 

* Luxury Kitchens 

* Heated Garage 

* Bike Storage and Repair Station 

* Fitness Centers 


* Business Centers 


* Beautifully Furnished Community Rooms 


ALL IN A GREAT LOCATION « EXPERIENCE 
FABULOUS AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
OPENING FALL OF 2020 IN LYN-LAKE 


Баке STRELI 
DAEELLLinc 
LakeStreetDwelling.com 
(612) 688-9296 


QUANTITIES LIMITED • RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
INCOME COMPLIANCE REQUIRED 


Dine-in & Carryout 


Full Bar & Patio | M E ^ 
^ 


6415 Hwy 10 #120 

Ramsey, MN 55303 Vv 
(Corner of HWY 10 & Sunfish Blvd) 
763-323-1049 4 


www.aureliospizza.com 


THE FAMILY PIZZERIA 
INCE 19 


WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


Bring this ad in and receive 10% off your order. 


Turbo Tim's 15 
for Lovers. 


CARS AREN'T JUST FOR DRIVING. MAKE SURE 
YOUR SUSPENSION IS IN TOP RUNNING ORDER! 


TURBO 


2823 CENTRAL AVENUE 
MPLS, MN 55418 «612-208-8461 
TIM@TURBOTIMS.COM 


More Time for What Matters Most 


Order your holiday groceries 
for delivery + curbside pickup 


eastsidefood.coop 
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у Holiday Gin Guide | 


If you're looking for something fitness ori- 
ented, we have two fun suggestions this year 
- one for your favorite couch potato and one 
that is technically aimed at fitness aficiona- 
dos, but is great for anyone on your list. 


1. NINTENDO'S RING FIT ADVENTURE 
$79.99 

Ring Fit Adventure is a fun way to bring fitness 
into the home. If you know someone who is 
still nervous about going to the gym or just 
never liked going to the gym in the first place, 
they might enjoy playing Ring Fit Adventure — 
especially if they're already a fan of Nintendo. 
Ring Fit Adventure's RPG mode and mini games 
both feature cute, colorful graphics that make 
working out- dare | say it? — fun. There is also a 
targeted exercise mode available for those who 
are less concerned with game play and more 
concerned with keeping leg day as leg day. 
This game is exclusive to the Nintendo Switch, 
and although it can technically be played with 
the Nintendo Switch Lite, that requires a bit of a 
work-around. l'd recommend making sure that 
the recipient of this gift has a Switch already 

— or, if you really love them, throwing in a 
Nintendo Switch as a bonus gift. 

Fair warning - this game sold out when COVID 
first hit, so if you're thinking about gifting this 
one, buy it sooner rather than later. (ringfitad- 
venture.nintendo.com) 


2. MASSAGE GUN (VYBE PRO, THERAGUN, 
ACHEDAWAY) 

Starting at $197.99 

Massage guns have been around for at least 

a decade, but they are surging in popularity 

in fitness circles right now. Every CrossFitter 

or marathoner you know is almost assured to 
have one of these babies on their list this year. 
Massage guns are used to relax muscles after 
workouts and have many benefits, including 
releasing lactic acid, increasing oxygen flow in 
muscles, relieving stiffness, and more. There 
are many different makes and models to choose 
from and, although I don't have experience 
with all of them, | can say that | personally own 
(and love) a Vybe Pro and my sister owns (and 
loves) aTheraGun. This gift will probably be 
most exciting for your fitness-head friends, but 
as someone who occasionally uses my massage 
gun to loosen up stiff back muscles after spend- 
ing too much time hunched over my computer, 

I can verify that anyone with an achy body will 
appreciate a massage gun. 


3. SKYBOX GYM - CLASSES/ 
MEMBERSHIPS 

St. Louis Park/St. Paul 

Starting at $14 

Skybox is a boutique gym with locations in St. 
Louis Park and St. Paul, specializing in HIIT style 
strength training as well as private training. 
Their workouts are tough, yet fun, with friendly 
coaches and a welcoming community. Skybox 
takes COVID-19 very seriously and your safety 
is their top priority. Your first class is always 
free, after that you'll get two weeks of unlimited 
classes for only $14. (www.skyboxgym.com) 
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Elizabeth Cloutier 2 chocolate 


PFLAG Member 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. | | m & Ў 4 PASA GRAHAM 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW EXC E 4 Е Е Ё. Ni 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 
FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 


DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 

PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 

SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 

SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 

INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 

PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS BEST WISHES FLORAL 
BUSINESS LAW 


| Your Floral Design Specialists! 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


Special Events « Weddings « Funerals « Deliveries 
612.332.5100 Wire Service Available! 
Free Initial Consultation 


Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 Www. B W FL O R A L • C O M 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 


763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 « INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


GRAND 
AVENUE 


IDEN TA Lic 


INDULGE | WHEN p p/ — 
YOUR SMILE 


Seward *Y ~ | www.seward.coop 
grandavenuedental.com COMMUNITY CO-OP 


651.291.9667 2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS & 317 E. 38th Ave. | MPLS 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 37 


This can be atough one. Where do you start? Go 
beyond the gift card with this thoughtfully selected 
lot of leather-aligned offerings. List curated by Steve 
Lenius. 


1. HANDMADE LEATHER-SCENTED CANDLE 
BANDEDmasculine 

$13.99 

This handmade 6-oz. all-natural soy candle comes in a 
steel container with lid and has the leather aroma of “a 
broken-in baseball glove .. . ог maybe a harness?” This 
is according to Chris Lavoie, the creator of BANDEDmas- 
culine, who hand-pours each candle when it is ordered. 
This leather-scented candle is one of BANDEDmascu- 
line’s bestsellers and has even been part of BANDED- 
masculine’s pop-up shop atThe Eagle LA in Los Angeles. 
BANDEDmasculine is in the business of creating 
“masculine-smelling stuff for guys.” Lavoie says he was 
inspired to create BANDEDmasculine when he “was 
looking around for some awesome stuff like candles, 
soap, and body wash that smell like guy things... leath- 
er, hunting lodges, barbershops, etc. .. . and couldn't 
find anything. So, | made them myself!" 

In addition to this leather-scented candle, BANDEDmas- 
culine candles are also available in holiday scents like 
Christmas Tree, Spiked Egg Nog, Gingerbread Man, and 
Spiked Apple Cider. Other candle scents are inspired 

by drinks such as Kentucky Bourbon, Margarita, Mojito, 
Chardonnay and Black Coffee, and food flavors including 
Hot Buttered Popcorn, Orange Sriracha, Glazed Donut, 
Maple Glazed Bacon, Meat Rack (hickory barbecue), and 
even Cereal Milk ("lots and LOTS of Fruit Loops!!;' says 
Lavoie). Other masculine scents include Hunting Lodge, 
Humidor, Campfire and even Library. But, according to 
Lavoie, "No lavender .. . we hate that crap.” 

Other BANDEDmasculine products include bar soap, 
liquid hand soap, body wash, and beard balm.(BANDED- 
masculine.com). 


2. SPANKING SET BY SEAGRAPE APOTHECARY 
$36.99 

Available from smittenkittenonline.com 

This spanking set by Seagrape Apothecary is a conve- 
nient introduction to the sensuality of an erotic spanking 
scene. The kit contains spanking powder, a handmade 
leather slapper, edible cocoa honey dust (and a feather 
to apply it with), and a sample-size massage candle, all 
packaged in a handy clear plastic travel pouch. 

The folks at Seagrape Apothecary suggest you start 

by sensually smoothing the spanking powder on your 
bottom's bottom. Then create some impact clouds by 
using the included handmade leather slapper, another 
impact toy —or, of course, your hand. Follow your spank- 
ing session with some tender aftercare by applying the 
edible cocoa honey dust and lovingly kissing it away, or 
using the included soy massage candle to give a warm 
back rub. 

Seagrape Apothecary, located in Portland, Ore., specializ- 
es in handmade goods for self-care of body, psyche and 
spirit. The mission of Seagrape Apothecary is "to help 
you transform self-care into a love affair" The company's 
values statement highlights pleasure, beauty, com- 
munity, embodiment and connection. To support these 
values, Seagrape Apothecary provides education and 
community space, "in hopes of helping folks cultivate 
self-care skills and trust in their own magic“ Seagrape 
Apothecary supports small, independent makers, teach- 
ers and farmers— especially those who are members of 
the queer, immigrant, indigenous and PoC communities 
(smittenkittenonline.com). 
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BANDEDmasculine.com 


Continued on page 42 


CHALLENGES are what 
make life interesting. 


OVERCOMING them is 
what makes life 
MEANINGFUL. 


Don't miss out on the 
OPPORTUNITY ofa 
lifetime in the 
MINNESOTA ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD. 


MINNESOTA 


ARMY 


NATIONAL 


GUARD 
* 


NationalGuard.com/MN 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 39 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising © 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesguorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabiltyhubmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

26001 Heinz Rd. 

Willow River, MN 55795 

(888) 545-6658 

www.oneheartland.org 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
3t HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 
Provides residential and outpatient 
reatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

4400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (КООМ) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 
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Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual 
orientations, gender expressions and 
identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports — Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout the 
year. Visit our website to subscribe and 
receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
infoGDiscoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoversStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
other resources for runaway and homeless 
youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 

www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES REAL ESTATE 
= Family Owned & Lak E ST EE i 
Operated Since 1950 n || l VE || Y 
ORE Mill City DHELLING 
RESTORATION Now R 
| E dome" | Mete | 
(HAGEN S 2222. o ЛИШ Б 


Estimates 7am-5nm。All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
We Take Care of you and your vehicle 


Martin O'Connor 
612.501.2676 | martin@millcityrestoration.com 


Serving you for over 100 years! S==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


Emergency Service Available 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


(612) 688-9296 
www.lakestreetdwelling.com 


Quantities Limited « Restrictions Apply 


Income Compliance Required 


TAILORS 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


GUN SHOPS 
| — 7 YOUR TARGET? ИИ 


Dost 


VAN 
| NN $50* 


v NB 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


p^ 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


Support for Gender Non-Conforming Teens, 


Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 


Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
(612) 718-3966 
elizabethecypressroadltc.com 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


REAL ESTATE 


Mare, bere] cam 


COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 


Live Wel.. vest Wise! 


Eu 


On bhe Level Travel 


GREAT DEALS NOW! 
Including on 2021 Travel 


Your warm weather 
destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 
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3. INTENSELY COLORFUL BONDAGE ROPE BY AGREEABLE AGONY 

$9.99 (15 feet), $17.99 (30 feet) 

You may remember that | wrote a few columns ago (in Lavender issue #661) about rope bondage 
being an excellent pandemic pastime. The bright colors of this 5/16” solid braid MFP (multifilament 
polypropylene) rope make it especially great for shibari and other decorative bondage. 

MFP rope is durable, easy to care for, and affordable. Because this rope is made of a synthetic 
fiber, it is waterproof, and it also resists most oils and lubricants. The bright colors go all the way 
through the rope and are completely colorfast. 

Unlike rope from the hardware store, this rope has been carefully made specifically for bondage 
and kink activities—soft and smooth on the skin, yet still able to hold a knot. This rope is available 
in lengths of 15 or 30 feet in many single colors, a rainbow-colored twist, and three-color twists of 
Unicorn Cupcake (aqua, rose pink, and purple) and Flaming Cupcake: a blacklight-reactive mix of 
aqua, hot pink, and purple. 

Agreeable Agony, the maker of this rope, is a small company based in Massachusetts that special- 
izes in unique handcrafted kink toys. The company’s motto is “Toys for pleasure, toys for pain.” 

The crafters, artisans, and kinksters at Agreeable Agony are committed to providing high-quality 
products to the kink community at reasonable prices. They also are committed to education, and to 
building community, through munches and classes (agreeableagony.com). 
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Mint Orthodontics 


Pride Institute 8 


LU 27 
Home Furnishings & Accessories 

MidModMen + Мөл... sees 25 
Home Services 


Hamernick Interior Solutions.. 
Hennepin County Health 
House Lift Remodeler 
Renda The Roofer 
Standard Heating © Air Conditioning.. 
Insurance 

Davina Bald WiN siaa 
Dawn Bartell 
Pam Petersen, American Family Insuranc 
Jewelry 

New Gild Jewelry. «21 


Legal 

Best & Flanagan 
Cloutier Law Offices... 
erry Burg, Attorney at Law. 
Media & Communications 


Radio: f T ——————" 31 
Military 

Minnesota National Gugrgd 39 
Mortgage 

Best Advantage Mortgage ........sssssssssssssseeesssssssnnmteesessenee 15 
Real Estate & Rentals 


Ador Bespoke Homes ee 
Amy Ruzick, Kay Johnson- NoPlacelikeHome Team 
Dean Schlaak, Edina Realty ...... 
Scott Belcher, RE/Max Results.. 
Religious 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Restaurants 
Aurelio's Pizza 
Element Wood Fire Pizza... 


Origami .... „31 
Park Tavern .. «21 
Red Cow... 

Sports & Recreation 

Minnesota Department of Natural Кеѕоџгсез............................. 5 
Travel & Accommodations 

ШОШ as s enn RERUM UR TUN 14 
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Make sure your business, 
organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER’S 2021 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly businesses, organizations 
and wedding resources. 


Deadline: Published: 
December 9, 2020 December 31, 2020 


Call 612-436-4660 


to speak with a sales executive and reserve your space today. 
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Prevent the spread, Minnesota. 


Continue to follow safe practices: 


© © 
+ = 


Wash your Get tested Stay 6 feet 


hands when sick from others 
(4) © (6) 
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Wear a Stay home Work from home 
mask when able when able 
mn.gov/covid19 
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